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A   Quarterly  Newsletter  of  Items of  Interest  to  Members  and  Friends  of the  MACDONALDS OF CLANRANALD

CASTLE TIORAM STILL STALEMATED
   Accounts of several celebrations that have taken place since last we talked are contained within 
these pages. Unfortunately, no corks are being popped regarding the struggle over Castle Tioram. 
Combatants remain firm in their opposition to the otherʼs proposals and 
there seems no compromise in sight. Meanwhile the condition of the 
castle may be further deteriorating which, as they both say, neither side 
wants.
   In our view, Tioram will never be restored and made liveable, nor is it 
likely there will be public access to the interior of the castle in the 
foreseeable future. The structure has been steadily deteriorating and 
the arguments over its use, its history, the dangers to visitors exploring 
a crumbling structure and its cultural and tourist significance, especially to members of Clanranald 
and other branches of Clan Donald, will not be settled soon...if ever. Sadly, despite assurances from 
the owners, Anta Estates, and the government commission, Historic Scotland, Castle Tioram may well 
end as a pile of rubble, as some have predicted.

ANTIGONISH NOVA SCOTIA HAS OLDEST HIGHLAND GAMES OUTSIDE OF SCOTLAND
    
 Antigonish, on the North coast of Nova Scotia, held the 148th edition of its Highland Games in July, 

the oldest continuing Highland Games 
outside of Scotland. 
   For generations the Scottish way of life 
has been maintained in eastern Nova Scotia 
and Cape Breton Island. The language, the 
traditions, music, dances and songs of the 
Gael, along with feats of strength and 
excellence continue to flourish at the 
Highland Games in Antigonish. Each July, 
hundreds of musicians, dancers and 
athletes perform and compete in this grand 
festival. 

   The Antigonish Highland Society first officially sponsored the Antigonish 
Highland Games on October 16th, 1863, although there is evidence of highland games occurring in 
Antigonish on an informal basis before that. They have been held each year since and continue to 
draw delighted crowds of participants and onlookers happy for another excuse to wear the tartan.
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WE COULD USE MORE HELP HERE
   Reaction to the creation of this newsletter has been underwhelming, to say the least. The few 
responses received were positive, even enthusiastic, but they were very few and far between. 
Whatever the reasons for the apparent lack of interest, it comes as a surprise that, while we talk 
endlessly about how proud we are to be MacDonalds and tell the stories and wear the tartan, etc., 
that professed pride did not translate into much discussion and only a few comments or suggestions 
-except for Scott whose letter is excerpted below. However, one flag does not make a parade!
    We said last issue we intended to start small and grow solidly, grounded in the idea of slowly 
extending our family discussion further afield rather than splashily mounting an aggressive campaign 
for readers. However, we didnʼt intend to start this small!
   It may well be, as we said in the First Issue, that there is no need for this quarterly letter; that 
interest in Clanranald is only of the Romantic variety -a family drawback since we left the shores of 
Moidart in the 1700ʼs- and there is so much happening in our lives these days that there is little room 
to revel in our past (or future) as favoured sons of Scotland. Letʼs hope not, but.......
    We will continue putting this organ together for at least another couple of issues, hoping the news 
gets out and a few more readers show some interest. Itʼs up to you, really. If you think it a useful 
venture and want it to develop, help it spread through your family and others. If it transpires our work 
is only a writing exercise for a half-dozen people, we can be better employed.

LETTERS AND COMMENTS
   
Editor:
(Failte Cloinn Raonall acknowledges )...how 
important family is and how not just our 
genes, but our traits...our morals, our 
toughness, our resilience, kindness, 
everything are passed down. I give my 
parents full points for passing these 
principals on to me, but also for their parents 
and their parents parents before them for 
doing the same so I guess that's why I've 
chosen this theme. " 
Scott MacDonald MʼMichael MʼAonguish
-Ed.: "Cloinn" in gaelic generally translates as 
"family" after all.

Weʼre far from experts in the Gaelic language. 
However, there are a few simple phrases we might 
print here, along with an indication of their 
pronunciation and their English meaning. There 
are courses and assistance from a myriad of 
Internet sources in Canada and abroad. 
Meanwhile, here are a few basic lines to start us 
off:

Ciamar a tha sibh?" (KIM-mer uh HAH shiv?) 
How are you?

Ciamar a tha sibh-fhein (KIM-mer uh HAH shiv-
fain) “How are you yourself?

S mise.....(insert your name)." (SMIH-shuh...) 
"My name is...(Next issue weʼll include some 
names)

Several websites exist where one will find expert 
advice. One of the best is: www.bbc.co.uk/alba/
foghlam/beagairbheag/ . This site has lessons, 
stories, pronunciations by gaelic speakers and lots 
more. An intriguing way to spend some useful time 
on the language as it is still spoken in Scotland. 
Check it out.

GÀIDHLIG/GAELIC PHRASES

TITLE NOTICE
There are choices for the spelling of many 

Gaelic words. Youʼll notice weʼve decided to 
settle on “cloinn” as the Gaelic spelling of 
“clan” in our title. We think “cloinn” looks 
better and is in keeping with the more 

“Gaelic look” of the rest of the title. 
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OVERVIEW OF CASTLE AREA FROM NEARBY MOUNTAINS

   View of Eilean Tioram (the dry Island) showing tidal sandbar and 
the castleʼs aspect in Loch Moidart. In this view weʼre looking 
North towards more original Clanranald territory. Directly across 
(not the small isle on the right) is Eilean Shona, where many of our 
ancestors lie buried. Further West from there we would enter the 
Sound of Arisaig and the waters of the Inner Hebrides.

Fàilte Cloinn Raònall                                                                                                                                                                                     

FAMILY HEAD HERE CELEBRATES HIS 90TH BIRTHDAY
   The most senior member of the branch of Clanranald closest to those 
of us connected with the publication of this newsletter is Joseph A. 
MacDonald O.N.B., AHCM, LRSM. Born in 
Pictou, Nova Scotia, 90 years ago this 
September, he now resides in the small 
farming community of Teteagouche, near 
Bathurst, New Brunswick.  
   Initially schooled in music by the Sisters of 
Congrégation de Notre Dame, in Pictou, Joe 
has been a professional pipe organist for most 
of his adult life, going on to play, teach, build, 
even repair pipe organs as well as providing 
musical instruction and choir direction in 
various capacities in several school and liturgical situations throughout 
the Maritimes. 
   Following naval service in WWII (and while appointed organist at St. 
Maryʼs Catherdal in Halifax) he studied Organ at the Halifax 
Conservatory of Music, then the Royal School of Music (London), 
graduating in 1953. He is also a recipient of a Diploma from the 
Gregorian Institute in Toronto and has taught Pipe Organ, Piano and 
Musical Theory in a number of university settings, all the while lending 
his talent and knowledge to numerous churches, choirs and community 
events. He continues to provide his services to a number of churches in 
the Bathurst area.
   Joe has contributed greatly to his fellow citizens receiving deserved 
recognition culminating in the Order of New Brunswick (O.N.B.) for his 
“contributions and dedication to the social, cultural and economic well 
being of northern New Brunswick and the entire province.”
He recently suffered a short health setback but is fully recovered and 
back to the task of convincing his wife, Carmel, that his pace should 
continue unabated. Good Luck on that! And, Happy Birthday!
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LOCH MOIDART AREA WITH CASTLE
 Here is an unusual view of Castle Tioram, 
looking inland, eastward up the loch. The 
castle sits on the island (Eileen Tioram) and 
you can just see the narrow tidal strip of land 
connecting it to the mainland at the lower right 

of the photo. Moidart is a tidal loch and the 
connecting walkway is under water when the 
tide is in.

OUR FEUDAL SYSTEM WAS DIFFERENT
    
   Scotland and France have enjoyed a long-lasting 
friendship. Bonnie Prince Charlie grew up at the 
French Court, as did many sons of Highland Chiefs 
and other Scots, and Charlie escaped to that 
country following his defeat at Culloden in ʼ45.
   It should be no surprise then to learn that there 
are echoes of the French language in Scottish 
Gaelic. Additionally, though, the very idea of 
clanship in the Scottish feudal system probably  
shows signs of that French influence.
   The Gaelic word “clann” or “clanna” literally 
means “children”, and clan members were 
described as children of the Chief, i.e. the Chiefʼs 
family. The word “clan” is generally translated now 
as “family”. The setup under the Highland feudal 
system, similar to that of France, meant the Chief 
was possessor of the land on which the clan lived 
and was responsible for all his “children”, which 
means everyone living on the land. The “children”, 
in return owed allegiance to the Chief and were 
responsible for his welfare, but also for the welfare 
of all other clan members. Everyone living in 
Clanranald territory, for example, had a duty to look 
after all others living there. They were all “family” 
members even though some, such as members of 
Clanranaldʼs traditional pipers, Clan MacPherson, 
might belong to other clans and merely provided 
various services to the Ranald.

SUBMISSIONS
    
   Letters, photos, drawings, articles, etc., may be 
sent in all the usual ways. We prefer submissions 
by computer file. Typed submissions may be sent 
as well, but remember they must be scanned and 
manipulated into our system. Anything that makes 
our task simpler is appreciated. No handwritten 
items unless exceptional circumstances.
    Photos and drawings may be sent electronically 
(jpeg or gif) or by mail. Again, try to make our lives 
simple as possible. No gigantic files please. Articles, 
letters, comments, etc. by mail or Internet.

A Cartoonist In View
    Can you draw (humourously or otherwise) with 
a cartoonistʼs eye? Weʼd dearly love to have 
contributions of that sort for future editions. 
These are free contributions, but who knows, it 
might be the start of a whole new career for you! 

 FRENCH/SCOTTISH FEUDO/CLANNISH NATION

“The State is a large family composed of...private families, 
and (at the head) is the father of all fathers.”

                                    -F. Brentano Old Regime in France  

“(The above quote) has been described as “the truest 
definition of the medieval French monarchy and it is 
likewise the precise definition of (Scotlandʼs clan 
system).”

                                -Frank Adam, F.R.G.S, F.S.A.(Scot.)

         The Clans, Septs & Regiments of the Scottish Highlands.

“...heredity and familial rule (i.e. monarchial and clan systems) 
are always more “constitutional” and free than the sway of 
republican electees of any description.”

                            -Frank Adam, F.R.G.S., F.S.A.(Scot.) Ibi

✬   ✬   ✬


