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A   Quarterly  Newsletter  of  Items of  Interest  to  Members  and  Friends  of the  MACDONALDS OF CLANRANALD

SCOTS WILL VOTE TO UNDO JAMES VI’S GIVEAWAY TO ENGLAND
   
   The Scottish Parliament has announced its intention to hold an 
independence referendum in 2014, which happens to be the 700th 
anniversary of the sound defeat handed the English at the Battle of 
Bannockburn by Robert the Bruce. A number of major national events 
will be held throughout 2014 to mark that tremendous victory by the 
underdog Scots -a proud historical moment  which has “inspired the 
scots ever since.”  With all the attention about to be paid to Scotland at 
the time, Scottish First Minister, Alex Salmond, leader of the Scottish 
National Party (SNP) and leader of the Scottish Parliament suggests that it 
would be “a good year to hold a referendum.” Britain’s Prime Minister, 
David Cameron, however, has opted otherwise in an attempt to  exert 
more control over the vote but Salmond is having none of it. His Party 
campaigned on holding such a referendum and he is determined to 
choose the time and place upon which this battle will be fought.
   The thrones of Scotland and England were united in 1603 when Scotland’s James VI also became king of 
England as James I or, as some say, “When Jimmy the S..t gave the Scottish throne to England.”  However 
the countries remained two separate states until 1707 when the Act of Union of Parliaments created the 
United Kingdom. Scots are soon to be asked to vote on withdrawl from that union.
   It will not be easy. Though most Scots would like to see more powers shift from London to Edinburgh only 
about one-third of them have expressed a desire to break up the UK. Meanwhile, Cameron is attempting to 
wrest control over the content and timing of the referendum from Salmond by suggesting a unilateral 
decision by the pro-independence leader on the question and date might prove to be illegal. 

GAELIC COLLEGE IN MIDST OF CONTROVERSY
   A proud Nova Scotian cultural institution recently found itself at the centre of a 
maelstrom regarding what will or will not continue to be included in its curriculum. The 
Gaelic College of Celtic Arts and Crafts, established in 1938 by provincial government 
edict under then-Premier Angus L. Macdonald (a professed Clanranald) to “promote, 
preserve and perpetuate through studies in related areas: the culture, music, language, 
arts, crafts, customs and traditions of immigrants from the Highlands of Scotland”, 
announced changes in the amount of time and interest to be devoted to various fields of 
study in the future. The resulting ruckus has led to finger-pointing and cries of “cultural 
elitist”, “tartan buffoon” even the dreaded “sassanach” hurled about, and to hearing 
Highland dancers being described as, “little girls jumping around in kilts”. Ironically, the 
talked-about changes arise under the direction of another former N.S. Premier, the 
College’s present CEO, Rodney MacDonald,  himself a musician and fluent Gaelic 
speaker. 
  The College was quick to suggest the uproar was an over-reaction to “a lot of                      

misinformation out there”, saying the ‘changes’ were really in the nature of 
“adjustments” within the curriculum. However, MacDonald didn’t help matters when he seemed to suggest 
that the Gaelic College was solely a Cape Breton institution focused “...on Cape Breton styling.” Not so 
came many loud replies. The College is a Nova Scotian institution, established and supported by provincial 
funding, serving and responsible to all Novascotians.
   Things have settled into  wait-and-see positions as those on both sides say this year’s results will indicate 
the real direction of North America’s long-established, and only, college of Gaelic language, traditions and 
music. It celebrates its 75th Anniversary in 2013.
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Rodney MacDonald, CEO, 
Gaelic College, St. Ann’s, N.S.
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OKAY, SO PUT IT ON PAPER
   Again, we’ve had increased positive feedback since our last issue. A number of phone calls and 
mentions in e-mails lead us to think our efforts are not being entirely wasted, although this 
encouragement is more in the nature of a pat on the back rather than solid evidence of real, practical 
participation. This issue happily received a couple of submissions, one which will be used now and 
another in our next. For them we are grateful, but we are greedy for much more, and particularly for 
items that spread the interest further outside immediate members of the clan, though immediate 
family must be maintained as well.
   Fàilte is compiled by a staff of two with the burden of labour falling mainly on the shoulders of your 
Editor/Publisher. Editorial independence is one thing but a healthy publication requires that advise, 
criticism and suggestions come at us from all directions --and continually. We would hope that those 
of you who have expressed enthusiasm for the idea of Fàilte, along with a desire to see it grow into 
an eagerly awaited communications tool spreading much further afield, will sit done to work on 
making some serious contribution to these pages. No! Don’t sit down! Get up of your ass and get 
active in generating some creativity for us. We will all benefit. Even you. 

   Clanranalds were, of course, adherents to the 
Church of Rome. When creeping Calvanism 
began insinuating itself into their family affairs 
many left, often taking their priests with them. 
The Scots who settled in Prince Edward Island in 
Eastern Canada, for example, were mainly 
Catholic. Much of the religious life of that part of 
Canada flourished under their influence and the 
name “MacDonald” can readily be found 
amongst the clergy to the present day, and a 
goodly number of those were Clanranalds.
   Father Ronald MacDonald, a close cousin, 
(later made Bishop) gathered the men of the 
parish to build the present church in Pictou in 
1864 and the Glebe House in 1866. He later 
personally supervised the building of Stella Maris 
Convent and turned it over to the Congrégation 
de Nôtre Dame, a teaching order that figured 
prominently in the lives of our family and many 
others throughout Northern Nova Scotia.

Here are a few simple phrases along with an 
indication of their pronunciation and their English 
meaning. There are courses and assistance from a 
myriad of Internet sources in Canada and abroad. 

- A bheil Gàidhlig agaibh? (uh vil 
GAH-lik AH-kiv) Do you speak 
Gaelic?
- Tha, beagan (hah, BECK-un) Yes, 
a little.
-Dè thuirt thu?" (jeh HOORSHT oo) 
"What did you say?"
-Can a-rithist sin?" (kahn uh-REE-
isht shin) "Say that again?"
-Chan eil mi a' tuigsinn." (chan-yel 
mi uh-TOOK-shin) "I don't 
understand."
 
One of the best websites: www.bbc.co.uk/alba/
foghlam/beagairbheag/  has lessons, stories, 
pronunciations by gaelic speakers and lots more. 
Check it out.

GÀIDHLIG/GAELIC PHRASES

NO LETTERS RECEIVED THIS ISSUE
   Letters are eagerly solicited and will be gratefully 
received....on any subject. 

   We reserve the right to make final decisions on 
publication for reasons of grammar, space, subject 
matter and legal or other considerations.

CALVANISM ON THE WANE IN THE HEBRIDES
   The island of Harris on Scotland’s West Coast is said to be the last bastion of fundamentalist Calvinism and 
sabbatarianism. With a population of 3,400, the home of Harris Tweed woollens remains adhered to what was 
a strong, aggressive religious movement in the 18th Century. Strongly anti-Catholic, and therefore opposed to 
the “old religion” of our ancestors, the Calvanist  influence contributed surprisingly to the exodus of Scots in the 
great migrations of the 18th and 19th Century. Many clan members opted to seek their fortunes in other parts of 
the British Empire rather than submit to the demands of some politically opportunistic clan leaders that they 
abandon their Catholicism. 

file://localhost/Users/danmacdonald/Desktop/Failte%20Front%20page.pages
file://localhost/Users/danmacdonald/Desktop/Failte%20Front%20page.pages
file://localhost/Users/danmacdonald/Desktop/Failte%20Front%20page.pages
file://localhost/Users/danmacdonald/Desktop/Failte%20Front%20page.pages
file://localhost/Users/danmacdonald/Desktop/Failte%20Front%20page.pages
file://localhost/Users/danmacdonald/Desktop/Failte%20Front%20page.pages
file://localhost/Users/danmacdonald/Desktop/Failte%20Front%20page.pages
file://localhost/Users/danmacdonald/Desktop/Failte%20Front%20page.pages
file://localhost/Users/danmacdonald/Desktop/Failte%20Front%20page.pages
file://localhost/Users/danmacdonald/Desktop/Failte%20Front%20page.pages
file://localhost/Users/danmacdonald/Desktop/Failte%20Front%20page.pages
file://localhost/Users/danmacdonald/Desktop/Failte%20Front%20page.pages
http://www.bbc.co.uk/alba/foghlam/beagairbheag/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/alba/foghlam/beagairbheag/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/alba/foghlam/beagairbheag/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/alba/foghlam/beagairbheag/


F À I L T E  C L O I N N  R A Ò N A L L

Fàilte Cloinn Raònall
✩✩✩

 Fàilte Cloinn Raònall is a 
quarterly newsletter dedicated to 

informing, entertaining and 
connecting the members of 

macdonald of clanranald and 
their friends and associates

✩

All material is copyright but 
may be reproduced with the 

permission & 
acknowledgement of the 

publishers, Castle Publishing

✩

Published by
Castle Publishing

✩

Editor
Dan MacDonald

✩

Copy Editor
N.J. Fry

✩

Layout and design
Dan MacDonald

✩

Printing in-house
✩

Distributed by
Castle Publishing

1033 Hwy 329, RR#2,
Hubbards, Nova Scotia

Canada B0J 1T0
Tel: 902-858-2067

Website: tioramarts.ca

Fàilte Cloinn Raònall                                                                                                                                                                                   3

Five pearls of Scottish wisdom 

1.  Money cannot buy happiness but, you know what, you’re more 
comfortable crying in a Mercedes Benz than on a bicycle. 

2.  Forgive your enemy... but remember the bastard’s name.

3.  Help a man when he is in trouble and he will remember you when 
he is in trouble again. 

4.  Many people are alive only because it’s illegal to shoot them.

5.  Whisky doesn’t solve problems.......but then, neither does milk. 

CANADA WINS BATTLE OF THE GLENS
   

   A small distillery in Nova Scotia has 
beaten back a challenge to its use of the 
word “Glen” in its products. Glenora 
Distillery, of Glenville (near Mabou) in 
Cape Breton, has been producing award-
winning whiskies since 1990 -they were 
recently named Distillery of the Year by the 
Canadian Whiskey Awards Group- and 
their single malt is rated among the Top 50 
spirits worldwide. In October, their 10-year-
old Glen Breton Rare won gold at the 
2011 International Review of Spirits in 

Chicago. It is North America’s first single malt whiskey. 
   In 2001, the Scotch Whisky Association began a trademark action against 
the distillery saying the use of the word “Glen” would mislead the world into 
thinking the whisky was authentic Scotch, which can only come from 
distilleries in Scotland. After several years of court proceedings, including 
having it pointed out that “glen” was in pretty common use the world-over 
“including at least 32 communities in Nova Scotia” -not to mention rivers, 
areas, waterfalls, even several villages called “Glencoe” and “Glengarry” for 
example- the Scotch Whisky Association claim was dismissed. In 2010, the 
15-year-old Battle of the Glen single malt was launched to celebrate victory in 
retaining the use of the designation.
   Glenora Distillery products are available pretty well everywhere and markets 
are expanding as whisky officianados become more aware of this company’s  
excellent nectar. Because it is a small, specialized and finicky operation (and 
not inexpensive) quantities are not yet available to the extent large distributors 
may need. But, the quality of the product quickly makes friends who are more 
than content to wait upon its slow-and-steady method of proven success.

THE GAMES HAVE STARTED
   Positions are already being staked out in the 

‘Scottish Independence Debate’
   BBC Radio host, Neil Oliver, is quoted as saying that Scots 
may be “sleepwalking” into independence, while one of the 

country’s leading public finance experts, a Professor Midwinter, 
has suggested the Scottish Government is incapable of 

producing “un-spin-doctored’ information prior to the debate on 
the independence question. Meanwhile, Scotland’s most senior 

civil servant has been  accused of partisan behaviour.
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SUBMISSIONS
    
   Letters, photos, drawings, articles, etc., may be 
sent in all the usual ways. We prefer submissions 
by computer file. Typed submissions may be sent 
as well, but remember they must be scanned and 
manipulated into our system. Anything that makes 
our task simpler is appreciated. No handwritten 
items unless exceptional circumstances.
    Photos and drawings may be sent electronically 
(jpeg or gif) or by mail. Again, try to make our lives 
simple as possible; no gigantic files please. Send 
articles, letters, drawings, etc. by mail or Internet.

VIMY PILGRIMAGE
                                        -by John A. MacDonald Ottawa, Canada
    (John made the trip to Vimy Ridge in France for the 90th anniversary ceremonies marking the day popularly referred to as the day 
“Canada became a nation”.  That’s him, in Clanranald tartan, on the Right -Ed.)

   It was a fine afternoon as I stood on the ridge looking out over the green Douai plain.  With the magnificent, and 
now famous, Canadian monument at my back I thought to myself, “this landscape doesn’t 
look like much”.  As we know only too well, nothing could be further from the truth had you 
been there with the Canadian Army on that 9th April, 1917.  Facing a well dug-in and 
determined enemy, the entire Canadian Corps had been thrown at this ridge, finally taking it 
despite impossible odds when other armies could not.  My Grandfather, Michael Ronald, 
#715879, was there with the Royal Canadian Regiment (RCR). I wondered where the men 
of his 106th Bn, including so many from his hometown of Pictou, Nova Scotia had stood, 
and what role did he play?
   I met and chatted with many strangers from Canada who had relatives on the ridge that 
day. Everyone had a personal story.  While waiting for the program to begin, I chatted with 
a man from Calgary, Alberta, whose Father had won the Military Cross for actions on the 
ridge, and I passed the time eavesdropping on similar stories all around me. Moving 
tributes were paid to the thousands who served in that battle, so many of whom lie buried 
only a few hundred yards away.  
   As her father had done on the same dedication spot in 1936, the Queen gave a fitting speech recognizing the 
contributions of all Canadians who served. Canada’s Prime Minister paid his respects and a choir provided the 
backdrop to the ceremonies, at one point almost seeming to be singing a lullaby to the dead, reassuring them
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   CLOSE CLAN MEMBERS ATTEND AT VIMY
Cousins Amanda King 
and John MacDonald 
were at 2007 Vimy 
Celebrations, but unaware 
of each other’s presence. 
They each came away with 
vivid and special memories 
of the 90th Anniversary 
Celebration of Canada’s 
stunning World War I 
victory at Vimy Ridge.
   John’s reminiscences 
appears on this page; 
Amanda’s will appear in our 

next issue.
The accompanying photo shows Amandar with the 
Vimy Memorial in the background.  

that their sacrifices will not be forgotten. Thousands of 
poppies blew all over the ridge 
in tribute to those who made 
the ultimate sacrifice.
   Throughout the day I could 
not help but notice 
hundreds and hundreds of 
Canadian students who 
made the trip to Vimy after 
“adopting” a soldier.  
Wearing commemorative 
medals and carrying flags, 
their knowledge of what 
took place and how 
passionate they were about “their soldier” stood out.  I 
learned that many of them had no direct familial 
connection to the battle itself but felt a need to pay 
their respects and explore an event of such great 
importance to their country.  It was good to see the 
young people of Canada at this event.  This is part of 
the legacy that these men deserve.

  John in one of many craters left          
from massive shelling on Vimy Ridge

 We’re hoping to have a report on Gaelic 
language experiences at the Gaelic College in 
our May Issue. If a weekend study session can 
be taken advantage of in time, we’ll attend a few 
short, sharp total-immersion sessions and report 
back.
   Meanwhile, let us know if you find the bits and 
pieces of the Gaelic Phrases column interesting 
or if you would like to suggest ways to make 
things better anywhere in this publication.
                                                    -Ed
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